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Newsletter 01 September 2011
Welcome!

Welcome to all new pupils starting at Downlands School for the first time. We hope that you are settling in well and would like to remind you that we have an “open door policy”.  Should you have any queries or problems the teachers will be happy to discuss them with you.

Existing pupils, we welcome you back from your holidays and hope that you all had a well-deserved rest.

This term we have many exciting things lined up.  Reception topics include All About Me and Colour.  They have asked if parents have spare 4 pint milk cartons if they could bring them into school.  The topic for Year 1 and 2 is called Land Ahoy and they are hoping to visit Brownsea Island this term.  Year 3 and 4 are learning about Space and also basing some of their learning around the Flat Stanley books.  They have booked the Planetarium to visit the school at the end of this month. Year 5 and 6 are doing Jurassic geography and will be going to visit the Jurassic coast.
Most of the building work is now finished and the school is in a much better state than we were last year with the building work still ongoing.  The refurbishment of the hall that was agreed will still be going ahead and will be starting around half-term.  This means that the hall is likely to be out of operation until Christmas.  We will let you know more details when we know.  We will be doing our best to minimise the disruption to the children and will be coming up with a creative idea of how we are going to perform a Nativity!!!!
Entering and Exiting School

Due to us having to create a third class in Year 3 and 4 the library has been placed in the corridor.  We are asking parents to enter and exit at different entrances.  Year 5 & 6 will enter at the end of their corridor.  Year 3 and 4 and Reception will enter through the link door.  Year 1 and 2 will enter at the end of their corridor near the small playground.  We will be around in the morning to help, and if you have any queries, please come and ask.

At the end of the day the children will be exiting the same way they came in.
PE Kit and Uniform

The school operates a strict uniform policy.  Please ask if you haven’t seen a copy.  Please ensure all uniform is named to help with lost items and ensure that PE kits are in school.
Music

We currently have spaces for Violin tuition, if your child  would like to learn, please see Dawn in the office.  All tuition will take place during school hours. The cost is £40 per term plus £7.50 per term for the hire of the violin, these lessons take place in small groups according to ability.  Any music books required can be purchased from the school office.
Hot School Meals

Food Links provide organic locally produced meals in school daily which are delicious and very popular not to mention healthy!

These can be ordered and paid for on line.

If you would like to order your child a meal for the first time please contact Dawn or Lisa in the office for instructions and a unique code which will enable you to do so.

School Nurse

The School Nurse will be here on Wednesday 14th September.  If you have any issues you wish to discuss with here please drop in for a private chat with her.  She should be here by 9am.
Spare clothes
If anyone has any spare girls socks and pants please could you bring them in to school. 
Term Dates

	Wednesday 14th September
	Nurse Drop In

	Tuesday 27th September
	Reception Parents Meeting – Details to follow

	Friday 30th September
	Grand School Opening 

	Thursday 6th October
	Sycamore Assembly


