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Home Learning Policy

 Home-Learning Policy
Rationale

Home-Learning is an issue with which parents have opposing views on how much home-learning should be completed.  At Downlands School we have tried to create a Home-Learning Policy that sets a standard amount of learning, but then provides further opportunities for parents to work on their children’s learning.  The school has a range of resources available that parents can use to supplement their children’s learning and we are currently developing more. 
Please do not underestimate the value of reading with your child.  Many professionals see it as the single biggest factor affecting a child’s education.  Even if it is just 5 minutes each night it can really support them in their education.
Aims

· To encourage pupils to develop skills, confidence and motivation.
· To consolidate and reinforce the skills and understanding developed at school.
· To extend school learning.
· To involve parents in their child’s learning and help to develop a partnership with parents.
· To involve parents in the work their child is doing.
· To help consolidate knowledge and skills.

· To encourage independent learning.

Expectations

Reading

We would like all children to read for between 10 and 20 minutes each day.  Initially this will involve lots of talking about the story and pictures and will gradually build towards independent reading, perhaps followed up by telling you about the story, characters, plot etc

Spelling

A list of words at different levels, together with practise activities, are available on our website, for your child to work through at their own pace.  It’s usually better to start with easier words, just a few at a time, to help build confidence.  If you would like help on deciding where to start, please talk to your child’s teacher.

Maths

Ocean maths sheets are sent home every few weeks.  These are intended to reinforce basic skills and include several different activities, including games for you to play with your child and we encourage you to adapt them as required.

Children are also encouraged to practice number bonds and table facts so that recall gradually becomes quicker.  There are resources to support your child’s learning on our website.

General

From time to time the children will be asked to complete other activities linked with class topics.

All children are also given a Password to enable them to access Education City which contains a vast array of activities on different aspects of the curriculum to help reinforce basic concepts

Amount of Home-Learning

As a rough guide children at Downlands School are expected to do:
	Reception
	10-15 minutes a day
	Sight words – little and often is best.
Phonics work leading to reading

	Yrs 1 & 2
	20 minutes a day
	Reading

Spellings

Maths

	Yrs 3 & 4
	25 minutes a day
	Reading

Spellings

Maths.

	Yrs 5 & 6
	30 minutes per day
	Reading

Spellings

Maths


The Role of Parents

Parents are expected to play a supportive role in homework.  In KS1 children will benefit from completing homework with a parent.  This will help build confidence and self-esteem.  As children move through KS2 independent learning becomes a focus of the homework, so less support will be needed. However, where a child’s learning is properly “scaffolded” their rate of learning will be greatly increased.
Wider Issues
When you are supporting your child with homework it is important not just to focus on the content.  Developing a love of learning and their self-esteem is all part of what we are aiming for.  Encourage your child and praise them when they are showing the values of persistence, hard work and patience.
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