Reception Newsletter

Spring Term 2012    
Happy New Year!

This term our topic is
All Creatures Great and Small
We have changed the names of the groups to animals, which fits with our new topic.  We are starting the term with “Percy the Park Keeper” and changing the role play area into Percy’s shed.  This term we will be using a variety of stories based around animals.  When we look at the book Handa’s Surprise, will be thinking about Fair Trade.  If you have any food labels, empty containers or packets from Fair Trade items we would be grateful for them at school. We will also be learning about Chinese New Year.  As part of our learning we will be having a visit from a dog handler with their dog and Zoo Lab who bring an exciting range of (not so mini) minibeasts. Near the end of the Spring term we will be visiting the farm animals at Kingston Maurwood.  
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Communication, Literacy and Language Development
· As well as using stories about animals, we will look at a variety of non-fiction books to enhance our learning.
· We will be continuing with our story making; focusing on the story of The 3 Billy Goats Gruff for the 1st half of the term and Noah’s Ark for the 2nd half.
· [image: image2.wmf]We will be continuing with our weekly Guided Reading sessions.
· Please try to read as much as possible together at home and record this in the home/school contact book. Your child’s book will only be changed when they have read at home or at school.
· We will be learning the next letter sounds and new tricky words, which we will send home for you to practise.
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Mathematical Development

· We will be continuing to work with numbers to 10 as well as counting to 20 and beyond.
We will also be:
· Working with number in a variety of different ways.
· Sequencing objects and pictures according to size.

· Using everyday words to describe position.
· Working with and describing 2D and 3D shapes.
Creative Development
The children will continue to mix and explore colour.  They will do this through a variety of media creating different effects.  They are taught how to handle different tools safely and with increasing control.  In music they will be learning songs, and joining in with lots of activities playing the percussion instruments.  We will also be having 6 voice work sessions from the Dorset Music Service, teaching us new fun ways to sing.
Knowledge and Understanding of the World

The children will be looking for signs of Spring, and talking about changes in the school grounds, when it starts to warm up!
We will be learning about: how to look after pets, animal babies and life-cycles.

In ICT the children will continue to use a variety of computer programs and learn to make a programmable toy travel and change direction.
In our circle time we will be concentrating on motivation and self-awareness this half term and feelings and empathy later on.  

Physical Development

[image: image3.wmf]We shall continue practising fine motor skills by using a variety of different small tools such as pencils, pens, scissors and brushes, as well as pegboards, pegs and threading activities.
PE sessions will continue to be on Monday and Wednesday during the Spring Term.

You can help by

· Making sure PE kit is in school.

· Making sure all kit is named

Please can you check that all uniform, (t-shirts and trousers/skirts too) are still named. 
All Children need Wellington Boots. To be named and left in school.
Many thanks.
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We would love to have parent helpers in the classroom, taking children to choose a library book and listening to readers, which would be a great help this term.  Please let us know if you can help.
If you have any queries please do not hesitate to speak to a member of staff.

Many thanks

Marcelle Hoare, Rachel Magor, Sam Hawkins, Laura Dunn, Miranda Stimpson & Tracey Oldfield 
